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“THE MEETINGS GROW BETTER EACH YEAR” 
Reports of the District Conferences 


The quotation used as a caption for this series of reports is from Mary Ella 
Collins, librarian at Fox Lake, and refers to the meetings of the Second District 
Conference. It has seemed to us that it applies equally well to the meetings as a 
whole. To the Commission visitors who were privileged to be present, this year’s 
meetings have seemed particularly satisfactory from the point of view of group 
participation. The open discussions have called forth a fine response and should bring 
results in stimulated activity thruout the coming months. If we hold any ambition 
for the future, it is to see more development along the lines of constructive activity. 
Good beginnings have been made in such projects as compilation of joint lists, ex- 


change of books, and district surveys. New visions should open up as we go forward. 


Mrs. Edna Bowen, who was present at most of the meetings, gave some pre- 
liminary suggestions of what may be accomplished by cooperative effort in her 
outlines of the proposed WPA projects. Others who contributed to the success of 
the conferences were Mr. Busse of McClurg’s, who exhibited books at all of the meet- 
ings up to and including Tomahawk and who made himself genially useful in other 
ways; Mr. Phillips, with the Follett bookmobile, which attracted attention at the 
meetings following Tomahawk; Mr. Poole of Demco, whose mending demonstration 


was especially appreciated by the librarians of the Southwestern district. 


In all 398 persons representing 101 libraries took part in these meetings. Add 
the registrations of the County Conference with its attendance of 40, representing 


18 libraries, and the total is 438 persons; 119 libraries. 
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Second District Conference 


Columbus, April 28 


Registration. 
Welcome. J. I. Merriam, Pres. of Library 
Board, Columbus 
Cooperation with various social agencies. 
Schools. Supt. H. G. Wippermann, 
Columbus Public Schools 
Clubs. Reports of various librarians 
Child welfare. Miss R. McKenzie, 
R. N., Columbia Co. Nurse 
Agricultural Extension. Mrs. Marie 
J. Kellogg, Dept. of Rural Sociol- 
ogy, U. of Wisconsin 
Questions and discussion led by Miss 
Collins, Fox Lake 


Luncheon 


Welcome. Mayor H. L. Zeidler 

Roll Call: “A book which has been popu- 
lar in our library this past year.” 

Adult books. General discussion led by 
Mary K. Reely 

Library service to children. General dis- 
cussion led by Mrs. Ina Luck, Child- 
ren’s librarian, Waupun 


Business Meeting. 





Representatives of 13 libraries met for 
the annual conference on April 28th with 
Miss Deffner, hostess-librarian, presid- 
ing. The morning conference was devoted 
to the subject of cooperation with social 
agencies. Mr. Wippermann, superintend- 
ent of schools, who was the first speaker, 
had asked his teachers, from the kinder- 
garten up, to write out a statement of 
what the library means in their work. 
These statements served to give a clear 
picture of the friendly and profitable re- 
lationship which may exist between pub- 
lic library and school. His account of the 
free reading program now in force in 
the Columbus high school aroused par- 
ticular interest. 

Speaking from the point of view of a 
county nurse Miss McKenzie stressed the 
value of books in health education, with 
particular reference to pre-natal and 
child care. Mrs. Kellogg, of the Depart- 
ment of Sociology, University »f Wiscon- 
sin, gave valuable informatiun on the 
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many ways in which the University Ex- 
tension Division can help libraries. Mr. 
Lester spoke on the State Aid bill and 
asked cooperation of all librarians and 
trustees. 


Discussion and reports of librarians 
on cooperation with clubs brought the 
meeting to a close. Organizations men- 
tioned included Women’s Clubs, Rotary, 
American Legion Auxiliary, Boy Scouts 
and Church groups. 


Luncheon at the Tremont Hotel was 
enlivened by music by groups of pupils 
from the local schools and greetings from 
Mayor H. L. Zeidler. 


The roll call on “A book that has been 
popular in our library” led to a general 
discussion of books under the direction 
of Miss Reely. Mrs. Ina Luck, Children’s 
librarian at Waupun, gave a splendid 
talk on work with children and led a dis- 
cussion on the subject, touching on such 
matters as story hours, vacation read- 
ing, clubs, and fines. 


A representative of McClurg’s was 
present with a display of books, many 
librarians taking advantage of the op- 
portunity to place orders. 


The question of rural service was in- 
troduced during the business meeting 
and a committee, consisting of Miss 
Mary Porter, Portage, Mrs. Wilkie Col- 
lins, Rio, and Miss Emma Howitt, Ran- 
dolph, was appointed to make a study of 
the different types of rural service in 
operation in libraries of this district, 
report to be made at the next meeting. 


The invitation of Miss Allie Freeman, 
Horicon, was accepted for next year’s 
conference, and the coffee and pie served 
in the club rooms by the men trustees 
brought the meeting to a satisfying 
close. 

Number present (at luncheon) 37. Li- 
braries represented: Cambria, Columbus, 
Fox Lake, Hartford, Horicon, Menom- 
onee Falls, Pardeeville, Portage, Ran- 
dolph, Rio, Watertown, Waupun, Bara- 
boo. 

Amplified from secretary’s notes by 
Mary E. Collins.—M. K. R. 
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Rock River Valley Conference 
Monroe, May 5 

Registration at the library. 
Address of welcome. Philip N. Snod- 

grass, Pres. of Board of Education. 
Book discussion. Mary K. Reely. 
“Library work with children today.” 

Alice A. Davitt, Director of work with 

children at Racine. 

Luncheon 
Music. Group of songs. 

Miss Dorothy Nommensen 
Supervisor of music of Monroe City 
Schools 

Roll call of achievement. 
Cooperation between library and schools: 
Monroe. Shirley Bauman, teacher, 
sixth grade, North School. 
Janesville. Jean Gray, children’s li- 
brarian. 
Question box. C. B. Lester. 





There were 43 librarians, trustees and 
friends who registered at the meeting 
at Monroe May 5. The 15 libraries were 
represented by 12 librarians, 4 assis- 
tants, 3 children’s and 2 high school li- 
brarians. Others present were 3 from the 
Library Commission, and 2 from WPA 
office. The towns represented were Fort 
Atkinson, Johnson Creek, Monroe, Ra- 
cine, Whitewater, Argyle, Madison, Ore- 
gon, Beloit, Stoughton, Edgerton, Clin- 
ton, Janesville, Hartford, and Freeport, 
Illinois. 

Mr. Philip N. Snodgrass, president of 
Board of Education, Monroe welcomed 
the guests. This was followed by a book 
discussion conducted by Miss Reely, when 
the librarians were asked to indicate the 
popularity in their libraries of recently 
published titles. Out of 11 libraries 10 
had purchased Field, All this and heaven 
too, and Rawlings, The yearling and had 
found them popular. 

Alice A. Davitt, director of work with 
children, Racine, talked on “Library 
work with children today.” She referred 
to a brochure, Rational library work with 
children by Frances J. Olcott written in 
1905, as giving foundation principles for 
children’s work which are as true today 
as at the time of publication of the ar- 
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ticle. Among the principles named, were: 
sympathy and respect for children; in- 
stinct for reading character; genial per- 
sonality; humor. She also spoke of the 
articles in the Library Journal many 
years back which cite problems similar 
to those of today. Making the child con- 
scious of the difference between the cheap 
or mediocre and the good, and the im- 
portance of the children’s librarian hav- 
ing a knowledge of children’s literature 
and child psychology, as well as interest 
in social work were some of the conclu- 
sions of Miss Davitt’s talk. 

Luncheon at the Universalist church 
was a delightful affair. The pastel, 
lighted candles and the flowers added a 
festive note to the occasion. Miss Dor- 
othy Nommensen, supervisor of music in 
the Monroe city schools gave a group of 
songs. Following the luncheon cars were 
at hand to take the guests on a tour of 
Monroe. One of the high points was the 
visit to one of the world’s finest Swiss 
cheese plants, that of Carl Marty and 
Company, where the complete process 
was explained. 


The afternoon program was opened 
with a roll call of achievements The re- 
sponses covered increase in appropria- 
tion, recataloging, successful use of book- 
lists, visiting rural schools to invite 
children to use library during the sum- 
mer, issuance of summer cards to rural 
children, copies of LaGuardia’s list put 
into hands of social workers, and added 
equipment. 

A “question box” conducted by Mr. 
Lester brought up two questions of spe- 
cial significance. One pertained to the 
information file. Another was that of 
special privileges to the woman’s club 
members. It was the general opinion that 
this group should have no privileges ex- 
clusive of any other group. The matter 
of cooperation between the library and 
the schools was ably presented first by 
Shirley Bauman, a teacher in the local 
schools and next by Jean Gray, children’s 
librarian, Janesville. 

At the conclusion of the meeting the 
question of next year’s meeting was left 
open for future decision—W. L. D. 
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West Central Library Conference 
Black River Falls, May 9 

Welcome. Mrs. P. W. Dickey, Secretary 
Library Board, Black River Falls 

Rural library service. Jennie Schrage. 

County library service and WPA. Edna 
Bowen. 

The library in the community and li- 
brary work with children. Winifred 
L. Davis. 

Luncheon 
Music by High School Students 

Question box. Nellie Lees, Librarian, 
Fountain City. 

Roll Call: Achievements of the year. 

Book discussion. Mary K. Reely. 





The second meeting of this district 
was held at Black River Falls, May 9 
with a registration of 52 represented as 
follows: Alma, Arcadia and Independ- 
ence, each 2; Fountain City and Taylor, 
8 each; Blair, La Crosse County, Mon- 
dovi, 4 each; Madison, 5; Melrose, 6; 
Black River Falls, 12; Galesville, Sparta 
and Whitehall, each 1. Representatives 
from WPA and from McClurg’s num- 
bered 2. 

The secretary of the local library 
board, Mrs. Dickey, welcomc? the visi- 
tors. Miss Schrage opened the program 
with a discussion of Rural library serv- 
ice. To show how much better rural serv- 
ice would be accomplished through estab- 
lishing of county or regional centers of 
book service, Miss Schrage used the 
State Traveling library service in Dane 
county as an example. In this county 
there is, because of the proximity of the 
Traveling library, a demand overbalanc- 
ing that of counties farther away. She 
also showed how county service does not 
weaken any local library, but rather 
strengthens it by supplementing the col- 
lection. Mrs. Bowen of the WPA office 
followed with an explanation of how a 
county set-up could be accomplished 
through the WPA. 

Mrs Davis presented the questions sent 
in relative to some of the problems in li- 
brary service to children These covered, 
balancing the collection for the various 
age groups, adolescent reading, extent 
to which the Wisconsin Reading Circle 
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list should be the buying list, keeping 
up the reading interest in grades 7 and 
8, use of reinforced binding. The expres- 
sion of the group was that the reading 
guidance of boys and girls in the smaller 
libraries is a decidedly important and 
often difficult problem. 


The luncheon served by the ladies of 
the M. E. Church was an enjoyable oc- 
casion, and the instrumental and vocal 
music furnished by students of the local 
high school was very much appreciated. 


The afternoon session was opened with 
a “question box,” the discussion being 
led by Nellie Lees of Fountain City. 
Some of these were: Is the librarian sup- 
posed to attend the library board meet- 
ings? What is a desirable distribution 
of funds? What amount is usually paid 
to apprentices in the library? Another 
feature was “achievements” of the year. 
One of particular interest was the ex- 
change of books in which Whitehall, In- 
dependence, and Arcadia are at present 
participating. Moving into new quarters, 
acquiring new encyclopedias, installing 
of an oil burner, increasing cooperation 
from the schools were other points men- 
tioned. 

Miss Reely presented reviews of re- 
cent books, following an expression from 
the libraries represented as to those 
which had been popular, those fairly so, 
etc. She mentioned in particular the 
many fine biographies and books of his- 
torical fiction which are so written as to 
have a wide appeal. 

At the business meeting various names 
were suggested for the conference, the 
final vote being in favor of West Cen- 
tral. Mrs. Lieberg’s invitation to meet 
at Whitehall next year was cordially ac- 
cepted. 

The conference expressed its sympathy 
for Miss Wylie, who because of illness 
was unable to act as hostess, and extend- 
ed its thanks to Mrs. White, assistant 
librarian and to Mrs. Wike of Melrose 
who presided at the meeting.—W. L. D. 

Fox River Valley Library Association 
Neenah, May 16 

Registration. 

Brief reports from committees. 
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The librarian and state aid. Mrs. Charles 
Veslak, Shawano. 

Discussion on relations between the pub- 
lic library and the public school. Led 
by Mrs. Ina Luck, Waupun. 

Luncheon 
Reminiscences occasioned by our 40th 
anniversary 
Miss Jean Dodd, Fond du Lac 

Book reviewing. Miss Mary K. Reely. 

Entertainment. 

Brief business meeting. 

Tea. 





The fifteenth annual meeting of the 
Fox -River Valley Library Association, 
since its reorganization, the fortieth an- 
niversary of its organization, was called 
to order by Miss Marion Sharp, presi- 
dent, at 10:30 A. M., May 16th, 1939, 
at the Neenah Public Library. 

Sixty-one registrations representing 
seventeen public libraries, two college 
libraries, three Wisconsin library com- 
mission members, two teacher-directors 
of reading, a W. P. A. library project 
director, and two salesmen, were wel- 
comed by the president. 

A letter of greeting anu best wishes 
from Miss Mary Emogene Hazeltine, 
sent to the members of the Fox River 
Valley Library Association, was read by 
Miss Sharp. A letter, written in 1908 
and published in the WISCONSIN LIBRARY 
BULLETIN for that year, sent to the As- 
sociation by Miss Palmgren, a librarian 
from the Royal library, Stockholm, after 
she had attended the 1908 meeting, was 
read at Miss Hazeltine’s suggestion. 

The Cooperative Committee, Mrs. Nan- 
cy Thomas, chairman, with Miss Laing, 
Miss Happer, and Miss Schuette, prom- 
ised the checking of the Granger Index, 
as their work of the year. This commit- 
tee also asked the cooperation of li- 
brarians in keeping up the magazine 
list, and the exchange of telephone direc- 
tories. 

Miss Martha Petty, Manitowoc child- 
ren’s librarian, gave a report of the first 
Children’s Librarians Section held in 
Milwaukee, March 18th, 1939. Plans for 
a two hour session, with Miss Ruth 
Neelan, chairman, at the tri-state meet- 
ing were discussed. 
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Mrs. Charles Veslak, Shawano, re- 
ported on the State Aid meeting held 
at Madison. She made a plea for the co- 
operation of all librarians, asking them 
to make state aid a local project as far 
as necessary, and to contact local people 
for the support of the State Aid Bill. 


The discussion on the relation between 
the public library and the public school 
was led by Mrs. Ina Luck, children’s li- 
brarian, Waupun Public Library, with 
Mrs. Laura Ulery, Neenah, director of 
curriculum, and Miss Florence Wicker- 
sham, supervisor of reading for schools 
of Beaver Dam, Waupun, Mayville, re- 
presenting the teaching profession. 
Twelve questions sent in by children’s 
librarians, were presented and used as 
a “taking off” place for the discussion. 
The need for a better knowledge of 
children’s literature among teachers, and 
the class room visits to the public library 
were stressed. 

The morning meeting adjourned at 
noon. Luncheon at the Valley Inn was 
served to seventy-five librarians and 
guests. Miss Jean Dodd, Fond du Lac 
Public Library gave “Reminiscences oc- 
casioned by our fortieth anniversary.” 
Miss Dodd spoke of the brilliant heritage 
of the association, and wished for its 
future great success. 

Miss Mary K. Reely, Wisconsin Li- 
brary Commission, opened the afternoon 
session with a talk on “The Oral Book 
Review.” Three types of review were out- 
lined: (1) A substitute for reading, (2) 
An incentive to reading, (3) Contribu- 
tion to an understanding of a book al- 
ready read. Points stressed were, to see 
the book as a whole; to link up the book 
with the local, and current events; to 
be careful in the selections chosen to 
read aloud. A point, made by Miss Reely, 
is for the reviewer to distribute his time 
to two-thirds for the exposition of th> 
book, and one-third to the contribution 
of the reviewer. A list of suggested titles 
for review was given. 

Mrs. Edna Bowen, director of the 
W. P. A. library project, explained the 
plans of the projects. 


The business meeting followed. The 
minutes of the 1938 meeting were read 
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and accepted. The committee on nomina- 

tions, Miss Daisy Trilling, chairman with 

Miss Clara Lindsley, gave the names of 

Miss Leila Janes, Fond du Lac Public 

Library for president, and Mrs. Orrilla 

M. Thompson of Ripon High School li- 

brary for Secretary and Treasurer. 

Members cast a unanimous vote for these 

officers. 

The committee on resolutions, Miss 
Anna Tarr, chairman, with Miss Hazel 
Laing, expressed appreciation of the 
courtesies received at the meeting. A 
vote of thanks was given to its president 
and her committee, to Mrs. Laura Ulrey, 
to Miss Florence Wickersham, to Miss 
Jean Dodd, to the Neenah Public Library 
and staff, and to the newspapers for 
the space allowed the Association. The 
committee also recommended that each 
member of the Fox River Valley Library 
Association, write a letter to the authori- 
ties in Washington requesting the pre- 
sent book postal rate be made permanent. 

A skit, “The Dentist,” was presented 
by the Sub Deb Girl Reserves of the 
Y. W. C. A. of the city of Neenah and 
was enjoyed by the members of the as- 
sociation. 

After the meeting adjourned a delight- 
ful tea was served by the Board and 
Staff of the Neenah Public Library. 

MARGARET S. ALLEN, 
Secretary for the 1939 meeting. 
Wisconsin Valley Library Conference 
Tomahawk, May 19 

Registration. 

Welcome. W. P. Boyle, Superintendent 
of Schools, Tomahawk. 

Book discussion. Mary K. Reely, Madison 

Section for library work with children. 
Marion Sharp, Children’s Librarian, 
Green Bay. 

Trustees Section. C. B. Lester, Madison. 

Library ethics from the point of view of 
a friend of the library. Rev. Minnie 
Cliff, Pastor Methodist Church, Toma- 
hawk. 

A staff member’s viewpoint of library 
ethics. Eleanor Crawford, Cataloger, 
Wausau. 

Luncheon 

Short sketch of Eugene Field’s life and 

readings. Mrs. Ruth Field Foster 
Vocal solo. Mrs. George’ Theiler 
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Conservation. W. T. Calhoun, Madison. 

Report on State Aid. C. B. Lester, Madi- 
son. 

Business meeting. 

Tea. 

Visit to State Forest Protection head- 
quarters. 





The fourth annual meeting of the 
Wisconsin Valley Library Conference 
was held May 19, 1939 at Tomahawk. 
The meeting was called to order by the 
president, Miss Barkman, librarian at 
Wausau. 


Fifty-three librarians, trustees and 
guests were welcomed by Mr. W. P. 
Boyle, superintendent of schools, Toma- 
hawk. 

Miss Reely spoke interestingly on Out- 
standing trends and interests in fiction 
and the relationship of the historical 
novel to the present times. An open for- 
um led by Miss Reely followed. 


Miss Marion Sharp, Children’s Li- 
brarian, Green Bay led the discussion on 
Library work with children. Helpful 
suggestions were given on the relation- 
ship between schools and libraries, pub- 
licity, inexpensive books and reading 
projects. 


The trustees met with Mr. C. B. Les- 
ter at this period, six libraries being 
represented,—Antigo, Mosinee, Merrill, 
Wausau, Wisconsin Rapids and Toma- 
hawk, the trustees numbering 14. 

A thought-provoking talk on “Library 
ethics from the point of view of a friend 
of the library,” was given by Rev. Min- 
nie Cliff, Pastor Methodist Church, Tom- 
ahawk. This was followed by a talk by 
{iss Eleanor Crawford, Wausau, on “A 
staff member’s viewpoint of library 
ethics.” 

The meeting adjourned at 12:30 for 
luncheon at Hotel Tomahawk and the 
afternoon session was continued at the 
hotel. 

During the luncheon, a short sketch of 
Eugene Field’s life and reading of Wyn- 
ken, Blynken and Nod, Sometime, The 
night wind and Picnic time, were given 
by Mrs. Ruth Field Foster, youngest 
daughter of the poet. Two vocal selec- 
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tions were sung by Mrs. Geo. Theiler, 
accompanied by Mrs. Sheldon. 

Mr. W. T. Calhoun, superintendent of 
education, State Conservation Depart- 
ment, gave an enlightening talk on the 
problem of conservation of natural re- 
sources. He urged a sympathetic under- 
standing of this great problem. 

A brief resume of the status of State 
Aid was given by Mr. C. B. Lester. 

A business meeting followed. The min- 
utes of the last meeting were read and 
approved as read. The treasurer’s report 
was read and accepted. 

The compilation of a new directory of 
libraries and librarians in the Wisconsin 
Valley Library Conference district was 
the work of the membership committee 
for the past year. Thirty copies of this 
directory were given for distribution. 

The nominating committee consisting 
of Lanta Landfried and Alice Millerd 
submitted the following names: 

For President—Mrs. Dorothy Whit- 
taker. 

For Vice President—Miss Mary Mc- 
Millan. 

For Secretary—Miss Ruth Gregory. 

For Treasurer—Miss Harriet Proud- 
foot. 

Miss Crawford, Wausau, moved that 
the report of the nominating committee 
be accepted and that the secretary cast 
a ballot for the officers named. Seconded 
and carried. 

The report of the resolution commit- 
tee was as follows: 

Whereas, The Wisconsin Valley Li- 
brary Conference has met in Tomahawk 
to enjoy and profit by their 4th annual 
meeting, 

Be it resolved, That an expression of 
thanks be given the Tomahawk Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, the Tomahawk 
Library Board and Miss Venne and her 
staff for this very fine meeting; 

Be it further resolved, That an ex- 
pression of appreciation be extended to 
the following for their splendid contri- 
butions to the conference: Rev. Minnie 
Cliff, Miss Marion Sharp, Mrs. Ruth 
Field Foster, Miss Eleanor Crawford, 
Mrs. Geo. Theiler, Mr. W. T. Calhoun, 
Mrs. Winifred Davis, Miss Mary K. 
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Reely and Mr. Lester. 

A motion was made, seconded and car- 
ried that the report of the resolutions 
committee be accepted. 

A motion was made, seconded and car- 
ried that a committee of transportation 
be appointed for next year’s meeting, so 
that transportation will be available to 
all who wish to attend the Conference. 

A motion was made, seconded and car- 
ried that a committee be appointed to 
compile a catalog of technical books for 
exchange between libraries. 

An invitation from Mrs. Rapraeger 
and Mrs. Hooker, Trustees of the Wau- 
sau library for the 1940 meeting was ac- 
cepted. 

A motion for adjournment was made, 
seconded and carried. 

After the adjournment tea was served 
by the Tomahawk Library Board and a 
visit was made to the State forest pro- 
tection headquarters. 

Libraries represented: Antigo, Mos- 
inee, Merrill, Wausau, Wisconsin Rap- 
ids, Tomahawk, Greenwood, Loyal, 
Rhinelander, Stevens Point, Crandon. 

DorotHyY WHITTAKER, Secretary 
Devil’s Lake Conference 
Baraboo, May 26 

Registration. 

Welcome. C. R. Hornung, Mayor of Bara- 
boo. T. F. Risley, Pres. of Library 
Board. 

Extension of library service; how and 
where. Schools, P. T. A., Clubs, Tour- 
ists, Rural. General round table dis- 
cussion led by Mrs. Winifred L. Davis. 

Picnic Lunch at Devil’s Lake State Park 

Roll call. Item of news from your li- 
brary. 

Trustees meeting with Mr. Lester. 

After children’s books—What? Miss Lei- 
la Johnson, High school librarian, 
Baraboo. 

General discussion: Reading for young 
people, led by Mrs. Mary Cushman, 
Reedsburg. 

Books for adults, two viewpoints: 
Patrons’—What we look to our li- 
brary for. 

Mrs. Riley Stone, Reedsburg. 
Mrs. Alfred Radke, Baraboo 
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Librarians’—What we try to give. 
Mrs. Marjorie Lapp, Wisconsin 
Dells 
Mrs. May Hanzlik, Wonewoc 





Addresses of welcome from C. R. 
Hornung, Mayor of Baraboo, and T. F. 
Risley, president of the library board, 
opened the meeting, which was presided 
over by Mrs. Louise Culver, librarian. 

Mrs. Davis led a discussion on library 
service to such groups as the P. T. A., 
Women’s clubs, and other organizations. 
Among the more unusual groups men- 
tioned as using the library were the Boy 
Scouts, an archery club, bridge players 
(men rather than women), chess players 
and fishermen. As this region is a tour- 
ist center the question of tourist borrow- 
ers was quite thoroughly covered. Prac- 
tically all who were present require a 
deposit, which is returned at the end of 
the season. Book losses and other diffi- 
culties were reported. New Lisbon has 
the problem of soldiers from Camp 
Douglas; several have problems in rela- 
tion to CCC camps. Under services to 
schools, the desirability of advance in- 
formation on assignments was stressed. 
A personally conducted tour of the li- 
brary for new teachers was recommend- 
ed. The privilege of extended time on 
material for class use seemed to be quite 
general. Reports on services to rural 
communities will be found at the close 
of this report. 

The picnic lunch at Devil’s Lake, was 
as always with this conference, a high 
spot in the day’s program, with generous 
baked-dishes to be passed around, coffee 
and ice cream for all, the weather which 
had been somewhat dubious in the morn- 
ing turning out to be fine. 

The afternoon session, convening again 
at the library, opened with roll call of 
achievements, at which were mentioned: 
W. P. A. mending project (Adams) ; all- 
time highs in circulation (Baraboo, 
Wonewoc, Hillsboro); gifts (New Lis- 
bon, books; Sauk City, $500) ; new equip- 
ment or lighting (Lodi, Reedsburg). In 
addition to the above Miss Roberts, El- 
roy, told of a fire in the library on 
Christmas morning. Miss Dowden, New 
Lisbon, told of an interesting piece of 
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work with book reviews. Mrs. Littel, 
Sauk City, told how her book notes in 
the local paper had brought a letter from 
the editor of Readers’ Digest. Mrs. Lit- 
tel also paid a fine tribute to Miss Jo- 
sephine Merk, her predecessor, whose 
death had occurred within the year. 


In her talk on “After children’s 
books—what?” Miss Johnson of the Bar- 
aboo High School Library, gave some 
interesting facts and figures on child- 
ren’s reading, showing where the tastes 
of boys and girls differ. Gone with the 
wind, she stated, was about equally pop- 
ular with both, but added that North to 
the Orient was the most popular book 
every placed on their shelves. Mrs. Cush- 
man followed with unusually helpful 
suggestions for attracting children to 
books. She showed a book jacket poster 
designed for window display, suggested 
that photography is a subject in which 
the non-readers will be interested, stated 
that she had found that giving a clue to 
the contents of a book is the best way to 
get it circulated. Introduce biography, 
she advised, not as biography but as a 
book about an interesting person. Girls 
are liking This is my story, by Mrs. 
Roosevelt; boys are’ liking That is my 
story, by Corrigan. 

While the discussion of young people’s 
reading was in progress, the trustees 
met with Mr. Lester. Five libraries were 
represented, Baraboo, Reedsburg, Sauk 
City, Hillsboro and Adams, and the dis- 
cussion covered such topics as Legisla- 
tion, Authority of the library board, 
Rental books, Gifts, Propaganda materi- 
al, and Rural extension. 


The session closed with an unusual and 
most interesting feature. Mrs. Riley 
Stone, Reedsburg, and Mrs. Alfred Rad- 
ke, Baraboo, representing patrons, told 
what they wanted from the library in 
the way of service; Mrs. Marjorie Lapp, 
Wisconsin Dells, and Mrs. Mae Hanslik, 
Wonewoc, answered for the librarians, 
telling “What we try to give.” 

Mr. George C. Allez, Miss Alma Runge 
and several of the students from the Li- 
brary School arrived in time to share 
in the picnic lunch. In the general dis- 
cussion which was part of the after- 
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noon program, Mr. Allez and two of the 
students, Mrs. Ryan and Miss Hanners, 
spoke of the work of the school, Mrs. 
Ryan and Miss Hanners telling of the 
bibliographies they have been preparing 
in the field of young people’s reading. 

An invitation from Miss Roberts to 
hold the next meeting in Elroy was ac- 
cepted. 

Ten libraries were represented, with a 
registration of 44. 


Reports on Rural Service 

Adams. Free service to high school 
pupils and to outsiders who own prop- 
erty in the village. Others pay $1 per 
year, or 25c per quarter. 

Baraboo. Receives $40 per year 
from township of Baraboo; free service 
to high school pupils; 50c a year to 
others. 

Elroy. Free service to high schools; 
$1 a year per family. At one time gave 
free service to schools; found that this 
depleted book stock and it was discon- 
tinued. 

Hillsboro. Several townships contr: 
bute $25 each, although service is given 
free to all at present. 

New Lisbon. Free to all; six schools 
are getting service. 

Lodi. Free service to all. Began cir- 
culating packets of old magazines to 
schools, extended service to books. Re- 
ported conflict with Columbia county 
across the county line. 

Reedsburg Two townships pay $30 
each. Teachers living in the city or in 
these townships took so many books that 
it was decided to charge $2 to schools. 
Families outside the two townships pay 
$1 each. 

Sauk City. Free to all. Service ex- 
tends to Merrimac, Plain, Witwen, and 
Denzer. 

Wisconsin Dells. Free to all; collec- 
tions go out to schools when teachers 
call for them. 

Wonewoc. One township now pays 
$50; it is expected that others will fol- 
low. Collections are sent to schools. 

—M. K. R. 

Southwestern Library Conference 

Fennimore, June 5 
Registration. 
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Welcome. Mrs. D. T. Parker. 
Announcements. 
Theme: The public library’s service to 
the schools. Mrs. Nicklas. 
1. What the high school expects of 
the library 
2. What the grade school expects of 
the library 
8. What the rural school expects of 
the library 
Book binding and mending demonstra- 
tion by Demco Library Supplies Co. 
Luncheon 
Book discussion. Mary K. Reely. 
Organization and other business. 
Tea. 





The Dwight T. Parker Public Library 
in Fennimore was the scene of this year’s 
conference of the Southwestern district, 
the third meeting since its organization. 
Mrs. Parker, president of the Library 
Board, presided. Following Mrs. Par- 
ker’s words of welcome, Mrs. Bowen, of 
the WPA, spoke briefly, giving an out- 
line of the proposed library projects. 
The general theme of the morning’s pro- 
gram, “The public library’s service to 
the schools,” was then introduced by Mrs. 
Carrie Nicklas, librarian of the Platte- 
ville public library. A fall get-together 
with the teachers was one of Mrs. Nick- 
las’ suggestions; that the librarian read 
one of the educational periodicals, an- 
other. Photographs showing a grade 
school project representing the life of 
the castle were passed about as an ex- 
ample of school and library cooperation, 
the public library having supplied the 
informational material on which the pro- 
ject was based. It is a fortunate circum- 
stance, Mrs. Nicklas said, for a librarian 
to have been a teacher. If she has also 
been a mother, she has the perfect com- 
bination. Mrs. Nicklas also had on dis- 
play sets of pictures from the Informa- 
tion Class Room Picture Service, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, which she finds very 
useful in her work with schools. 

Miss Derringfield, high school librari- 
an, Fennimore, was the next speaker, 
discussing the desirability of getting 
away from required reading and sug- 
gesting that the public librarian may 
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often have more influence in encourag- 
ing good reading than the high school 
librarian, since something of the at- 
mosphere of compulsion still persists in 
the school library. Alden Truitt, repre- 
senting the rural teachers, spoke on what 
the rural school expects of the library, 
referring especially to the fine service 
offered by the Boscobel library. Mr. Tru- 
itt emphasized the need of character 
building books in the rural school. 

Mr. Lester gave a brief review of li- 
brary legislation. A demonstration of 
mending by Mr. James Poole, of Demco 
Library Supplies, which was attentively 
followed by the librarians present, 
brought the morning program to a close. 


A bountiful luncheon was served in 
the Library Club rooms, with piano mu- 
sic by Mrs. Will Beetham. Senator 
Roethe, who was present as a guest, 
with Mrs. Roethe, was scheduled to 
speak, but unfortunately was obliged to 
leave early to catch the train that was 
to take him back to his legislative duties. 
Mr. F. E. Drescher, superintendent of 
schools, spoke on adult education, telling 
something of the federal program now 
proposed. Another guest, Mrs. A. B. 
Bailey, a former resident of Fennimore 
now living in California, gave some 
amusing reminiscences of the early days 
of the Fennimore library. The mending 
demonstration just witnessed inspired 
her to a memory of her own efforts to 
rebind a copy of Little Black Sambo. 
She followed directions with great care, 
slipping up on just one point. When the 
book was taken from the press, she found 
that she had failed to attach the cover 
to the contents. 

The afternoon session was devoted to 
books; the discussion, under Miss Reely, 
taking the form of a question box, every 
one present drawing a slip containing a 
a book title from a “hat.” Trustees and 
visitors as well as librarians took part 
in this exercise, which turned out to be 
a lively and very worthwhile exchange 
of opinions and experiences. 

At the business meeting which fol- 
lowed, a name for the group was finally 
adopted, the conference becoming official- 
ly the Southwestern Library Conference. 


An invitation extended by Miss Bessie 
MeNair, librarian, to hold the next meet- 
ing in Lancaster was accepted. Bloom- 
ington, which has new library quarters 
in the recently constructed community 
building, was also considered as a meet- 
ing place, and it was more or less tenta- 
tively understood that the meeting will 
be held there the following year. 

Tea served in the Library Club rooms 
by members of the board afforded a 
welcome opportunity for relaxation and 
friendly chat. 

There was a registration of 54, re- 
presenting 9 libraries, with a distribu- 
tion as follows: Benton—b5; Blooming- 
ton—2; Boscobel—5; Fennimore—17; 
Lancaster—3; Livingston—5; Muscoda 
—3; Platteville—3; Platteville Teachers’ 
College—1. There were also eight pre- 
sent from Madison, representing the 
Commission, Library School, Demco, and 
WPA. One representative from Follett 
Book Company and one from Eau Claire 
complete the registration.—M. K. R. 


Northwestern District Library 
Conference 


Barron, June 9 


Registration. 

Welcome by Mayor A. P. Stebbins. 

Announcements. 

Round Table. Work with children and 
young people. Miss Catherine Casey, 
New Richmond, assisted by member 
librarians. 

Library cooperation in workers educa- 
tion. Mr. Frank Sirianni, Discussion 
Leader. 

Luncheon at Methodist Church 
Luncheon Speaker, Miss Martha Merrell, 
President, Wisconsin Library Association 
Round Table. New Books. Miss Mary K. 

Reely, Madison. 

Business meeting. 

Tea. 





The fifth annual meeting of the North- 
western District was opened by a wel- 
come from Mayor A. P. Stebbins, of Bar- 
ron. There were fifty-four registrations, 
representing thirteen libraries. 

Mrs. Bowen, of Madison, led a discus- 
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sion as to how libraries can assist in 
W. P. A. projects. She pointed out the 
need for county service in this area, say- 
ing that they are now dependant on 
local support. 

From ten to eleven forty-five was held 
a round table on the subject “Work with 
children and young people,” led by Miss 
Catherine Casey, New Richmond. The 
topics were: 


Welcoming the pre-school child to the 
library, Mrs. Rosenberg. 
Illustrators of juvenile books, Miss Helen 

Benkert. 

The fun of reading for intermediates, 

Miss Laura Olsen. 

Reference tools for children, Miss Mari- 
on Bryant. 
Reading guidance, Miss Catherine Casey. 

Mr. Frank Sirianni, Cumberland, told 
of his activities in connection with work- 
ers education and asked for the coopera- 
tion of librarians. 

A delicious and attractive luncheon 
was served by the ladies of the Method- 
ist Episcopal church. During lunch Mrs. 
C. C. Morrison, of Barron, entertained 
the group with a vocal solo. 

Miss Martha Merrell, of Superior, 
gave a talk on the “State of state aid.” 
She described the committee hearings on 
the bill and urged that all librarians 
attend any future hearings which may 
be held. This was followed by an an- 
nouncement by Mr. Lester of the pub- 
lication by the Junior Members of W. 
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L. A. of a directory of librarians and 
libraries in Wisconsin. 

In the afternoon was held a round 
table discussion of new books, led by 
Miss Mary K. Reely. There was also a 
display of juvenile books in the church, 
and the Follett book truck was parked 
outside for inspection. 

The business session was opened with 
the reading of the minutes and financial 
report. The report of the nominating 
committee was read by Miss Olsen: 
President, Miss Catherine Casey, New 
Richmond; Vice-president, Miss Edna 
Smith, Park Falls; Secretary, Miss Ann 
O’Connor, Ladysmith; and Treasurer, 
Mrs. Essie Nickerson, Menomonie. 

Miss Ann O’Connor, in behalf of the 
resolutions committee, offered thanks to 
all who had helped in making the meet- 
ing a success. 

In the matter of unfinished business 
there was a discussion of the possibility 
of exchanging books. No uniform plan 
was discovered and it was suggested that 
each library work out its own system. 
Township support, county service, and 
service to transients were the other top- 
ics discussed. 

Miss Laura Olsen extended the invita- 
tion for the sixth annual meeting to be 
held at Eau Claire in 1940. The invita- 
tion was accepted and the meeting was 
adjourned, to be followed by tea, served 
by the library board. 

JEAN SPRAY, 
Secretary pro tem 


COUNTY LIBRARY CONFERENCE 
Oshkosh, May 17 


Registration. Introductions. Announce- 


ments. 


“Out of Louisiana.”Mrs. Davis and Miss 
Schrage. 


Discussion. 


Address. Prof. Arthur F. Wileden, As- 
sociate Professor of Rural Sociology, 
University of Wisconsin. 


Luncheon at Stein’s. 
Round-table discussion of current prob- 
lems. 


Regional organization under Wisconsin 
law. Mr. Lester. 


Rural school book funds and county li- 
braries. Miss Irene Newman. 

Cooperation when several libraries re- 
ceive county funds. Brown, Outagamie, 
and Wood. 

Effect of free rural service from a muni- 
cipal library upon county library de- 
velopment. 

Accounting practice and reports. Mr. 
Lester. 

What can be done to extend county serv- 
ice in other counties. 





Forty librarians representing eighteen 
libraries were present at the County Li- 
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brary Conference at Oshkosh, May 17th. 
Miss Marion Sharp presided at the morn- 
ing session. Mrs. Winifred Davis and 
Miss Jennie Schrage conducted a most 
interesting discussion of the Louisiana 
Parish library system. Started in 1924 
by Miss Culver with a Carnegie grant, 
when there were only five libraries in 
the state and no trained librarians, the 
work has grown in 1939 to thirty-one 
community libraries. A bookmobile is 
used by one tri-parish library. Demon- 
stration libraries are started by the 
Commission with the understanding that 
the parish take them over at the end of 
two years with a per capita appropria- 
tion of not less than fifty cents. The 
Commission library collection is intended 
for reference used by individuals only 
and contains only adult non-fiction books. 
Negro branches for which separate col- 
lections are bought are increasing in 
number. 

Professor Arthur F. Wileden of the 
University of Wisconsin spoke on the 
“Social backgrounds of some rural com- 
munities” discussing the social signi- 
ficance of the three factors: economic 
situation and farm income, youth prob- 
lem, and the multiplicity of organiza- 
tions which makes for confusion. 

Following the luncheon, Mrs. Veslak 
presided at the round table discussion 
of practical problems: regional organ- 
ization under the Wisconsin law, rural 
school book funds and county libraries, 
cooperation where several libraries re- 
ceive county funds, accounting practice 
and reports, and the effect of free rural 
service from a municipal library upon 
county library development. Mrs. Bowen 
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of the State WPA office and Miss Cran- 
ston of the district WPA office at Green 
Bay spoke of the help which could be 
obtained for the development of county 
service through WPA funds. 

Summing it up, the Oshkosh Daily 
Northwestern had this to say: 

The county librarians “talked shop” so 
earnestly and so enthusiastically that ev- 
eryone was surprised to have the presid- 
ing officer call a halt shortly after 4 
o’clock with the explanation that the 
meeting would have to close to permit 
those living at a distance to get started 
home. 

Held for informal discussions only, 
the conference here Wednesday adopted 
no resolutions, but had its main value in 
the exchange of ideas and experiences, 
in connection with county library rou- 
tine. Two principal topics that were dis- 
cussed were the ways and means of ex- 
tending rural library service into the 
sparsely settled areas, particularly in 
northern Wisconsin, and cooperation be- 
tween the county departments of educa- 
tion and the county libraries. 

While at the Oshkosh public library, 
where the forenoon session of the con- 
ference was held, the librarians visited 
the Winnebago county library, housed 
in basement quarters there. and also vis- 
ited various departments of the Oshkosh 
library. For many of the visitors, it was 
their first trip into the Oshkosh library. 

Miss Natalie Huhn, Winnebago coun- 
ty librarian, and Mrs. A. L. Anderson, 
deputy, were in the role of hostesses for 
the one-day meeting. 

MARION M. SPEAR, 
Secretary. 


QUALIFICATIONS AND TRAINING FOR RURAL LIBRARY SERVICE* 
By Aileen E. MacGeorge, Librarian, Stevens Point Public Library 


There are three main types of rural 
library agencies, the state library agen- 
cy, the county library, and the regional 
library. The services of the state library 
agency are mainly the following, (1) To 
develop state-wide service by assisting 
in the establishment of libraries, especi- 
ally county and regional, and by extend- 
ing assistance to those already organ- 
ized, (2) To administer state and fed- 


eral grants-in-aid, (3) To give advisory 
service through field visits, institutes, 
correspondence, and publications, (4) To 
administer directly or indirectly stand- 
ards for library service and certification, 
(5) To maintain direct book service and 
to develop adult education, (6) To ai 


institutional libraries, (1) To maintain 
*Abridged from a paper by Miss MacGeorge 
a in connection with graduate work at 
Co!umbia. 


July, 1939] 


legislative reference libraries. The laws 
of thirty-three states provide that the 
state agency shall give advice and coun- 
sel to libraries in the state and shal! 
assist in establishing libraries. The laws 
of ten of these states require in addition 
that the state agency give courses of 
instruction in summer schools, institutes 
or by library visitors. One state provides 
for adult education. 

County libraries serve the people with- 
in the political unit of the county unless 
by contract the county library agrees to 
furnish books to another political unit. 
These libraries may be established in a 
number of different ways but each gives 
service by means of a central library 
which serves as a storehouse from which 
books are sent regularly to branches and 
stations throughout the county. The serv- 
ice includes reference service to groups 
and individuals, service to clubs and 
county organizations, to schools and to 
the county administration. Much of the 
service is indirect through untrained 
custodians of the stations. Much depends 
upon the thorough knowledge of rural 
psychology possessed by the librarian. 

Regional libraries represent a stage 
in between the general coverage of the 
state and circumscribed area of coverage 
of the county. A regional set-up may be 
based on a natural trade area, a geo- 
graphic region, or perhaps only the mu- 
tual joining of a group of counties. This 
form is especially useful in areas with 
sparse population where a county library 
could not be supported. The librarian of 
either type of library will be dealing 
with untrained workers in many of th- 
stations and much of the success de- 
pends upon the training and inspiration 
which the trained person can give to 
them. 

Qualifications for Extension Librarians 

In many ways these qualifications do 
not differ greatly from the qualifications 
necessary in other lines of library work. 
The chief difference is in the necessary 
knowledge of rural people and rural con- 
ditions. Apropos of this specific know- 
ledge is the announcement made by the 
Indian Service of the United States for 
school teachers who can “rough it.” Un- 
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til recently any teacher who could pass 
the necessary examination would qual- 
ify for Indian service teaching. New re- 
quirements will consider not only the 
educational qualifications but also “rural 
experience and understanding, initiative, 
ingenuity and fortitude.” Three neces- 
sary qualifications in rural library serv- 
ice are knowledge, experience and per- 
sonal characteristics. Under the first is 
classed wide knowledge of library tech- 
nique (first year library school course 
at least) with special emphasis on the 
administrative side, political forms and 
organizations, rural sociology, social psy- 
chology, of special social, economic and 
demographic conditions which distinguish 
rural and small town areas from urban. 
Necessary too 1s a wide acquaintance 
with educational psychology, educational 
literature and curriculum building. 

Under experience comes actual work 
in administrative positions and since the 
giving of instruction is a prominent part 
of this work, teaching ability is valuable. 
Personal qualities include a wide capa- 
city for leadership, broad vision and un- 
derstanding, flexibility of thought and 
habits, sincerity of purpose, buoyancy, 
enthusiasm, sympathy for people and 
situations, ability to command respect 
and yet meet people on the level, ability 
to take criticism, to cooperate and to 
delegate authority. In reply to the criti- 
cism that no one person can fulfill all 
these essentials, probably no one can, 
but this is the goal toward which pros- 
pective candidates can travel by aid of 
much study. The long hard route of in- 
dividual study and concentration is the 
way by which most of the rural library 
leaders have arrived. 


Training for Extension Librarians 


Training is divided into two parts, 
the formal education in library schools 
and the “in-service” training which in 
the past has been the common route. 
Most rural leaders have recognized that 
rural librarians need a good basic course 
in professional library training. In 1934 
at the Montreal conference a joint com- 
mittee presented specific recommenda- 
tions for training of county librarians. 
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Since the work of the county librarian 
does not differ radically from other 
forms of rural extension, the points 
made by the committee are especially 
pertinent to this discussion. Since the 
recommendations are extremely concise, 
the entire list is quoted here. + 

1. That general information on the move- 
ment be given by library schools 
through: 

a. More emphasis in library admin- 
istration or other general courses. 

b. Bringing in county or regional li- 
brarians among outside lecturers. 

ec. Including a county or regional li- 
brary in the observation trips that 
are made. 

2. That opportunity be given those who 
wish to specialize in this field through: 

a. Elective courses in few library 
schools comparable to courses in child- 
ren’s work and school libraries. 

b. Field practice in a county or re- 
gional library. 

c. Rural library extension institutes 
for trained librarians held at intervals 
of several years (possibly in different 
sections of the country), comparable 
to the institute at the University of 
Wisconsin, College of Agriculture, un- 
der the auspices of the A. L. A. Li- 
brary Extension Board. 

3. That scholarships be made available 
from time to time for field observation 
and study of county and regional devel- 
opment. 

4. That research studies in the field of 
county and regional library organization 
and administration be encouraged on the 
part of qualified library graduates. 

In 1936 Miss Aldrich presented to the 
Section of county and regional libraries 
an outline for a tentative elective course 
for county libraries. Among the items 
listed were the background of social and 
governmental trends relating to rural 
life, the history of rural libraries, the 
laws affecting rural libraries, the estab- 
lishment, organization and administra- 
tion of rural libraries, their relations 
with the state library agency and with 
the educational, political and civic or- 
ganizations.§ 

Today the library schools are giving 
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greater emphasis to these topics in the 
general administration courses. A few 
schools are giving special courses to an- 
swer the need. The California, Louisiana 
and New Jersey schools have included in 
the first year curriculum courses in larg- 
er units of service, county, regional or 
metropolitan. McGill gives sixteen lec- 
tures on extension and publicity. Colum- 
bia and Louisiana give distinctive sum- 
mer courses of special importance for li- 
brarians in service. On the second year 
level, Chicago, Columbia, and Michigan 
give courses in this field. This would 
indicate a forward look on the part of 
the schools for as yet the number of 
positions is limited. The demand is small 
for these courses, for too few people plan 
educationally for the future. 


In-service training has a longer his- 
tory and has offered a wider variety. 
For years state extension workers have 
been holding institutes and conferences. 
Much instruction has been given on rural 
conditions by the visitors. The American 
Library Association and many of the 
state associations offer sections for coun- 
ty and regional libraries. New York Li- 
brary Extension Division has been con- 
ducting one-week institutes (6 in 1937) 
on different phases of library work in 
widely separated parts of the state. In- 
directly this will help the extension 
workers. Minnesota and North Dakota 
librarians had a four day institute on 
the University of Minnesota campus in 
October, 1937. The T. V. A. maintains 
an in-service training through confer- 
ences of all librarians in its service, by 
cooperation with the state association 
meetings of the states in which the 
T. V. A. operates and through confer- 
ences of the library supervisors. Some 
states have annual conferences for coun- 
ty librarians at which the problems of 
the group are discussed. The most pre- 
tentious attempt at in-service training 
+Training for county librarians, specific recom- 
mendations by Joint Committee on Specialized 
Training for County Librarians, appointed by 
A. L, A. County Libraries Section, the Associa- 
tion of American Library Schools, the League 
of Library Commissions, and the A. L. A, Li- 
nay Extension Board. A. L. A. Bul. 28 :416. 
§ American Library Association. County and 

A. Bul. 


regional libraries section. A. L. 
30 :686-95. Aug. 1935. 
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for rural leaders was the Rural Library 
Extension Institute held in July 1930 
under the direction of the American Li- 
brary Association Extension Board. It 
was held in Madison, Wisconsin in con- 
nection with the Rural Leadership sum- 
mer school of the University of Wiscon- 
sin. The group in the institute were per- 
mitted to share some of the classes of 
the summer school. Dr. J. H. Kolb was 
director of the school. Alice S. Tyler 
was director of the institute and Harriet 
Long was instructor. There were a num- 
ber of visiting lecturers. The group lived 
in one of the campus houses and thereby 
profited not only from formal lectures 
and discussions but from informal group 
discussions. 


Conclusion 


At this time, as far as formal training 
is concerned, there is more than enough 
to supply the present demand. As rural 
service is extended, there will be more 
demand for courses in rural work. Stu- 
dents preparing for rural service today 
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should acquire a good background in rur- 
al sociology, social and educational psy- 
chology and some knowledge of agricul- 
ture. It is wise to know some of the 
facts concerning farm products. It may 
be cheese in Wisconsin, corn in Iowa, 
wheat in Kansas or cotton in the south. 
Like the new requirement of the Indian 
Service, it is not enough just to know 
the technical side of library work, the 
librarian must have still greater know- 
ledge of the people with whom she is to 
work and serve. In library schools there 
should be an introduction in the public 
library administration courses with 
courses offered in adult education and 
reader guidance. For in-service training 
there should be summer courses given 
by at least two of the graduate schools. 
However the big need is for more insti- 
tutes similar to the one held in 1930. 
An institute held every three or four 
years in widely separated parts of the 
country would give county and regional 
librarians an apportunity for a fresh 
view of the wider horizon from the lead- 
ers in the field. 


NOTES FOR LIBRARIANS 


The Right Spirit 


Though nothing tangible this year re- 
sulted from our legislative efforts, it 
would be a mistake to assume that the 
attempt was in vain. The Legislative 
Committee of the M. L. A. learned a 
great deal about working with a legis- 
lature which the Committee needed to 
know. Many legislators became conscious 
of the public library and its needs for 
the first time. Librariarls, generally, 
were cheered and encouraged to know 
that officers and committees of the Min- 
nesota Library Association were striving 
for the betterment of library conditions. 
Editors throughout the State published 
weekly news releases on library condi- 
tions in Minnesota, which were presum- 
ably read by a great many people. All of 
these are real gains which should find 
their best expression in any subsequent 
attempts to secure adequate legislative 
recognition for the public library in 
Minnesota. 

MINN. LIBRARY NOTES AND NEws, 
June, 1939. 


The Citizens Library Movement 
Objectives 


The importance to library development 
of strong state library extension agencies 
is recognized by Citizens’ Library Groups 
and the establishment or strengthening 
of these agencies is often their first in- 
terest. With this leadership assured, at- 
tention is usually turned to the develop- 
ment of a complete state-wide system of 
local library service through county, re- 
gional or district libraries. This large 
objective frequently involves state par- 
ticipation in the support of local library 
service, new or revised legislation and 
improved library personnel through state 
certification. To accomplish any of these 
ends a public opinion, convinced of the 
value of library service, is essential, and 
it is here that citizen leaders have their 
greatest opportunity. 


Types 


x 


Types of state-wide Citizens’ Library 
Groups which have proved successful in 
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the past eleven years are: standing com- 
mittee, some of them organized chiefly 
to support the programs of state library 
association, and others organized to help 
plan state-wide programs, and citizens’ 
library conferences, at which lay leaders 
come together for a day or two to dis- 
cuss library needs, recommend programs 
of action and express their belief in 

libraries. 
STATE CITIZENS’ LIBRARY COMMITTEES 
AND CONFERENCES, A. L. A. 


Library Progress 


Excerpts from a report on the WPA 
Demonstrations, in Minnesota Library 
Notes and News, June, 1939: 

Development of the Statewide WPA 
Library Project is progressing along 
both lines of its objectives. The demon- 
strations of county library extension 
service continue to be received with en- 
thusiasm, and progress is being made 
in organizing Citizens’ Library commit- 
tees. 

There is a growing response to the 
demonstration in Blue Earth County, 
where six stations are now established. 
Plans are being made to call an organ- 
ization meeting of the Citizens’ Library 
Committee in the near future. A book 
drive sponsored by the Junior Chamber 
of Commerce netted more than 2000 
books. 


The demonstration was approached 
from a new angle in Waseca County, 
where the organization of an active Citi- 
zens’ Library Committee was the first 
step taken. This county is proving to be 
a fertile field for the county library idea, 
as over 90% of the people were without 
library service, and for some years vain 
efforts have been made to obtain funds 
for libraries. 


Eight demonstration stations have now 
been opened in Rice County, completing 
the county organization. Plans are un- 
der way for a Ciitzens’ Library Com- 
mittee. Support has been given to the 
Project by almost every organization in 
the county. 

An interested citizens’ committee has 
been organized in Mower County simul- 
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taneously with the development of the 
demonstration. Eight book stations have 
been opened, and plans for a permanent 
county set-up were discussed at a citi- 
zens’ meeting in May. In at least one 
community in the county, the Library 
Project is playing a larger role than 
just creating a demand for books. The 
interest aroused by the library idea has 
been so widespread that the Committee 
and the mayor believe that it may be 
instrumental in reviving their dormant 
community spirit. 

A county-wide meeting of interested 
citizens was held in Freeborn County in 
May to discuss the county library idea. 
An enthusiastic group voted to sponsor 
the demonstration, and arrangements are 
now being made to open up stations in 
various towns throughout the county. 


From the National News of the Amer- 
ican Legion Auxiliary, April 1939, the 
following concerning the organization’s 
activities in connection with libraries is 
quoted. 

Library extension has been the most 
outstanding Community Service activity 
in Kentucky during the past year. Three 
Units established new libraries to re- 
place those destroyed by floods. Two pro- 
moted traveling libraries. Sixteen Units 
aided existing libraries, putting on book 
drives. Eighteen placed Americanism 
and National Defense literature in pub- 
lic libraries. One Unit is arranging to 
place iron posts with lamps on a recently 
completed library and to give the library 
a stand to hold 16 bicycles. 


Vermont has renewed the appropria- 
tion of $25,000 for four regional library 
services for the coming biennium. 

The Alabama legislature has created 
a public library service division in the 
state department of archives and his- 
tory, with a board of five members. 

Regional library laws have been en- 
acted in Oregon and West Virginia. 
County library laws have been amended 
in Alabama and Indiana, and permission 
to contract across county lines has been 
added. 

Nova Scotia has passed an act permit- 
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ting rural districts and towns to unite 
for the support of libraries and provid- 
ing provincial aid for regional libraries 
in the ratio of $1 to each $3 of local ap- 
propriation. 
A. L, A. BULLETIN, May, 1939 


How to Dispose of Old Magazines 


Other librarians will be interested in 
Miss Lindsley’s success in clearing her 
shelves of material no longer needed. 
She tells about it in a letter to the editor 
of the Library Journal: 

I wish to thank you for the notice in- 
serted in the Library Journal of May 15, 
concerning the bound magazines and 
government documents which we offered 
to other libraries. In five day’s time we 
received about thirty air mail, special 
delivery letters and telegrams from col- 
lege and public libraries asking for all 
or part of the books which we wish to 
dispose of; and more requests coming in 
on every mail. We wish we could fill 
them all! 

This makes me think there must be 
many other small libraries with crowded 
conditions like ours which feel they can 
no longer afford to give shelf room to 
material, which, though valuable, is sel- 
dom used in a small community. In fact 
we happened to mention this matter only 
a few days ago at a library conference 
and found that there were other small 
public libraries in this region whose 
shelves were crowded with this material. 

In these days of more and more re- 
gional cooperation and especially in small 
communities which have easy access to 
large libraries with their lending facili- 
ties, and in view of the fact that there 
are so many college and large public li- 
braries desiring this kind of material, it 
would doubtless be of great service to 
both the small and larger libraries if 
you could give this situation publicity. 

CiarRA L. LINDSLEY, 
Waupun Public Library. 


When Authors Ask Your Advice 


Every few days the P. W. gets a let- 
ter from some prospective author who 
asks whether such and such a publisher 
is reliable. A local librarian has sug- 
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gested that the author consult us with 
regard to the standing of the imprint 
in question. 

The number of these inquiries indi- 
cates how often librarians must receive 
requests for such information. If we 
might suggest one rule for the librarian 
to follow, it would be to recommend to 
an author that he make no contract with 
a publisher whose imprint is not known 
to the purchasing department of that 
library. A publisher from whom the li- 
brary buys nothing is not likely to help 
the author achieve the contact with the 
public which is his natural desire in seek- 
ing publication. 

A second point: if the correspondence 
which the author has had with the pub- 
lisher indicates that the author is ex- 
pected to pay for the publication of the 
book, or if he is to be reimbursed for 
an advance out of the sale of the first 
2,500 or so copies, or if he is to buy ten 
copies at $2 each in consideration of a 
poem or two being put in an anthology, 
it should be made clear to him that none 
of these plans accomplishes anything for 
the author in the way of real distribu- 
tion of his work. 

Publishing is not the same as print- 
ing. It is producing and distributing, and 
if the “Press” which has offered its serv- 
ices has not established facilities for dis- 
tributing its books, it is pretty safe to 
say that the author will save money and 
irritation by going no further with the 
proposal, 

PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY, 
June 17, 1939. 


Income Tax in 1940 


The perennial question of whether li- 
brarians or public and quasi-public li- 
braries are subject to federal income 
tax has been answered finally. Follow- 
ing the Supreme Court decisions of 
March 27, reversing rulings of New York 
and Utah courts, and the theory of im- 
munity of federal and state salaries from 
intergovernmental income taxation, the 
Senate promptly followed the House in 
passing the Doughton Bill, H. R. 3790. 
Under this act, the federal income tax 
will be collected from state and munici- 
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pal employes March 15, 1940, on 1939 
income. Retroactive taxation, which 
would have been possible under the Su- 
preme Court decision alone, is expressly 
forbidden by the act. 

A. L. A. BULLETIN, May, 1939. 


H. W. Wilson, Litt. D. 


At the commencement exercises at 
Brown University, the honorary degree 
of Doctor of Letters was conferred on 
Mr. Halsey W. Wilson, president of the 
H. W. Wilson Company, and publisher 
of The Readers’ Guide, the U. S. Cata- 
log, and numerous other indexes so in- 
dispensable to libraries. In conferring 
the degree, President Wriston said: 

“Among all the undergraduates who 
have looked for specific information in 
a library, you solved the problem of find- 
ing what was wanted, first for yourself, 
then for others. In developing the most 
effective bibliographical aids you have 
exhibited the spirit and temper of an 
educator rather than a business man, 
opening pathways through the endless 
jungles of discussion, uncovering hidden 
treasures of the mind, facilitating the 
research of countless scholars. There- 
fore we are glad to call to Rhode Island 
a descendant of Roger Williams to do 
him honor.” 
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TRI-STATE CONVENTION 

General Arrangements Committee 

Edel E. Seebach, Chairman 

Hazel Medway 
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A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT BOOKS 
Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


General Works 


Adam, T. R. The museum and popular 
culture. 1939. 177p. Am. Ass’n for 
adult education, bds $1. 069 
A discussion of the place of the museum in 

popular education. See also the book by Ramsey 

below. 


Bibliographic index; a cumulative bibli- 
ography of bibliographies. 1938. 344p. 
Wilson, service basis. 016 
The first cumulated annual volume of this 

new quarterly publication. 


List of subject headings for the infor- 
mation file, comp. by Lois M. Wenman 
and Dorothy G. Richardson. 4th ed. 
119 p. Wilson, pa. $1.25. 025.17 
A revised edition of this publication, first 

prepared in 1917 by John Cotton Dana. 


Mann, George C. Bibliography on con- 
sumer education, 1939. 286p. Harper, 
$4. 016.339 
An extensive bibliography covering such sub- 

jects as: Budgets, Standard of living, Coopera- 

tives, Money and credit, Food, Health, Shelter, 

Automobiles. 


Myers, Garry C. and Sumner, Clarence 
W. Books and babies. 1938. 116p. 
McClurg, $1.75. 028.5 
Like Sumner’s Birthright of babyhood, this 

little book is based on the development of the 

Mothers’ room in the Youngstown public li- 

brary. 

See Booklist 35:125 Dec. 15 '38 


Ramsey, Grace Fisher. Educational work 


in museums of the United States. 
1938. 289p. Wilson, $2.50. 069 


The principles and theory of education thru 
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the museum are discussed in the small book 
by Adam. The present volume goes very fully 
into working programs. Valuable for local mu- 
seum directors and boards and useful as voca- 
tional material for young pepole. Extensive 
bibliography. 


Shaw, Marian, ed. Library literature, 
1938. 1939. 524p. Wilson, price on 
application. 020 
This is the annual volume for 1938, to be 

used with the 1933-35 cumulation and the 

1936 and 1937 annuals. A new plan of semi- 

annual publication will be adopted in 1939 and 

a new 4-year cumulation is promised for 1940. 


Sweet, Fred A. Handbook for writers, 
editors and typists. 1939, 189p. Dut- 
ton, $1.50. 029.6 
A universal style book, based on the Style 

book of the government printing office, and 

other sources, Will be especially useful in ques- 
tions involving division of words. 
See Booklist 35 :225 Mar. 15 39. 


Walter, Frank K. Periodicals for small 
and medium-sized libraries. new ed. 
1939. 93p. A. L. A., pa. 75c 050 
A seventh edition, revised and rewritten, of 

this indispensable guide. 

See Booklist 35:276 Apr. 15 ’38, 


Bibliographies 
Educational film catalog, comp. by Dor- 
othy Cook and Eva C. Rahbeck-Smith. 
2d annual sup. 1938. 77p. Wilson, 
write publisher for subscription rates. 


371.3 
Books for self-education, by Sigrid 
Edge. 1938. 94p. A. L. A. 75c 028 


Bibliography of dancing, comp. by P. D. 
Magriel. 1st sup. 1938. 41p. Wilson, 
pa. 75c 016.793 


Child training and parent education, by 
Lucile R. Stebbing and Caroline S. 
Hughes. 2d ed. rev. 1939. 83p. Wil- 
son, pa 90c 136.7 


Occupations and vocational guidance; a 
source list of pamphlet material. 
comp. by Wilma Bennett. 3d ed. rev. 
1938. 160p. Wilson, pa. $1.25. 371.42 


Philosophy 
Pollock, Channing. Adventures of a hap- 
py man. 1939. 206p. Crowell, $1.50. 
171 
A series of essays on the factors that make 
life worth living. Optimistic in outlook. 
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Sociology 
Beals, Carleton. American earth. 1939. 
500p. Lippincott, $3. 330.973 
An account of the greed, exploitation and 
waste that have despoiled the American con- 
tinent. 
See Booklist 35:263 Ap. 15 °39. 


Brinser, Ayers and Shepard, Ward. Our 
use of the land. (The American way.) 
1939. 3038p. illus. Harper, $1.40. 339 
Intended as one unit in a series of texts in 

the social sciences, this book provides an ex- 

cellent brief treatment of the soil problem. 

Contents: The land; Farm land; Water; Grass 

lands; Forest, Land for wild life and recrea- 

tion; Minerals; Planning, Good for either high 
school or small public library. 


“Calling America,” a special number of 
the Survey Graphic. 1939. 122p. il- 
lus. Harper, bds, $1. 320 
The special number of the Survey graphic 

(Feb. °89) devoted to the Challenge of Democ- 

racy proved so popular that it has been re- 

issued in this form. 
See Booklist 35:301 May 15 '39. 


Clark, William H. Railroads and rivers. 
1939. 334p. illus. Page, $3.50. 380 
In Ships and sailors (BULLETIN Jul ’38) the 

author told the story of our merchant marine. 

In the present book he follows the development 

of inland transportation, a subject of more 

immediate interest for this section of the coun- 
try. Interesting illustrations and maps. 


Consumer Credit Inst. of America. Con- 
sumer credit and its uses; ed. by C. O. 
Hardy. 1938, 264p. Prentice-Hall, 
$2.75. 332.7 
An important contribution to the discussion 

of the small loan problem. Covers Personal- 

finance companies, Credit unions, Pawnbrokers, 

Illegal lending, ete. and considers social and 

economic aspects, Extensive bibliography. 


Cummings, Howard and Sackett, Evers 
ett B. Our schools. (The American 
way) 1939. 216p. illus. Harper, $1.40. 

379 

A second volume in this new series tells 

something of the history of American educa- 

tion and gives a view of the manifold educa- 
tional activities of today. 


Davis, Wayne. How to choose a junior 

college. 1939. 249p. Harper, $2.50. 

378 

A directory listing and describing some 200 

junior colleges. Introductory chapters discuss 

such questions as What is a junior college? 
Who should attend junior college? 
See Booklist 39 :264 Ap. 15 °39. 
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DuBois, W. E. Burghardt. Black folk, 
then and now. 1939. 401p. Holt, $3.50. 
326 
This book covers much the same field as the 
small volume by the author called The negro, 
published some years ago in the Home Univer- 
sity Library. The theme has been much devel- 
oped and amplified and embodies the results 
of much later knowledge. Fully half of the 
work is devoted to negro backgrounds and his- 
tory in Africa. The slave trade is covered and 
one chapter only is given to the Black United 
States. The remainder of the book, 5 chapters, 
deals with Africa as the pivotal point in the 
world situation of today. 


Ford, Guy Stanton, ed. Dictatorship in 
the modern world. new ed. 1939. 
3862p. Univ. of Minn. press, $3.50; 
text ed. $2.75. 321.6 
Published in 1935 this collection of articles 

by authoritative writers was one of the good 

books on its subject. In its revised form it still 

remains so. Nine new contributions have been 

added, extending the scope of the work, and 

earlier essays have been revised. Since the pub- 

lication of the first edition the editor has be- 

come president of the University of Minnesota. 
See Booklist 35:348 June 15 '39. 


Haynes, George H. The senate of the 
United States. 1938. 2v. illus. Hough- 
ton, $8.50. 328.73 
This two-volume work will find a place in 

larger libraries. Volume one is devoted very 

largely to history and organization; Volume 2 

to procedure, duties and privileges. 


Porter, S. F. How to make money in 
government bonds. 1939. 238p. Har- 
per, $3. 332.6 
“Shows how the government conducts its 

tremendous market operations; how it issues 

securiites ; what factors influence its decisions ; 
the primary reasons for the fluctuations of 
these securities, and how the government pro- 
vides a profit for those who buy its bonds.” 
(Foreword) 
See Booklist 35:324 June 1 ’39. 


Salter, Sir Arthur. Security, can we re- 
trieve it. 1939. 391p. Reynal, $3.50. 
330.973 
A calm, temperate, clearly-reasoned analysis 
of the present European situation with a pro- 
gram for Great Britain, involving some _ re- 
linquishment of colonial rights, designed to 
work toward peaceful settlement. 


Spruill, Julia Cherry. Women’s life and 
work in the southern colonies. 1938. 
426p. illus. Univ. of N. Carolina press, 
$5. 396 


Altho this is a work of scholarly research, 
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it contains much of human interest relating to 
manners and customs in the southern colonies. 
A good supplement to Phillips’ Life and labor 
in the old south. College and larger libraries. 


Thorndike, E. L. Your city. 1939. 204p. 
Harcourt, $2. 352 


The author brought together recorded facts 
and figures from 310 American cities, tabulated 
them, made comparisons and assigned ratings. 
The results are of interest in themselves and 
the book will be of great usefulness in planning 
a city survey. Madison and Milwaukee are the 
Wisconsin cities which entered into the study. 

See Booklist 35 :301 May 15 ’39. 


Wilson, M. L. Democracy has roots. 
1939. 199p. Carrick, $1.75. 321 
This smal! volume is a summary of a series 

of lectures and discussions conducted by the 

Department of Agriculture in 1938. Charles A. 

Beard, who writes the introduction, was one 

of the speakers. Others were Bruce Bliven, T. 

Vv. Smith, and Thurman Arnold. Altho the 

material is thus presented at second hand, it is 

readable and the book is a worthwhile addition 
to the current discussion of dictatorship vs. 
democracy. 

Sce Booklist 35:264 Apr. 15 ’39. 


Reference Shelf. Wilson. 

Chain stores and legislation, comp. by 
Daniel Bloomfield, $1.25. 658.8 

The United States and war, comp. by 
Julia E. Johnsen, 90c 327.73 

Dictatorship versus democracies, 1938. 
comp. by H. B. and R. E. Summers. 
75¢ 321 


Science and Useful Arts 

Ball, Alice Morton. Compounding in the 

English language. 1939. 214p. Wilson, 

$2.50. 425 

A guide to the formation of compound words 
designed to settle troublesome questions with 
reference to the hyphen. Based on the author's 
experience with various style manuals, includ- 
ing that of the Government Printing Office. A 
useful aid for stenographers, proofreaders and 
editors. 


Bauer, W. W. and Edgley, Leslie. Your 
health dramatized. 1939. 528p. Dut- 
ton, $2.25. 613 
Selected radio scripts from the program 

“Your health,”’ which has been an NBC fea- 

ture since 1985. Offered here for presentation 

over local stations, or in school assemblies and 
elsewhere. Has a brief bibliography covering 
health and dramatics. 


Clair, Blanche and Dignam, Dorothy. 
Advertising careers for women, 1939. 
268p. Harper, $2.50. 659.1 
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Twenty-two lectures on advertising vocations 
presented by the Philadelphia club of advertis- 
ing women, They cover all types of advertising 
and will have considerable vocational value. 


Philology 

Clyne, R. W., ea. Engineering oppor- 

tunities. 1939. 397p. Appleton. $3. 

620 

Twenty-six professional engineers contribute 
to this survey of opportunities in the engineer- 
ing field. Valuable vocational material for col- 
lege students and those choosing college cours- 
es. 

See Booklist 35 :343 June 15 °39. 


Corbin, Hazel. Getting ready to be a 
father. 1939. 48p. illus. Macmillan, 
$1.25. 618.2 
A clever, readable, authoritative little book 

by the director of the New York City Maternity 

Center. Gives a new slant on pre-natal care 

and is well worth adding to the collection on 

this subject. 
See Booklist 39: 344 June 15 ‘39. 


Eliot, George Fielding. Bombs bursting 
in air. 1939. 1738p. Reynal, $1.75. 
623.7 
A discussion of the influence of air power on 
international relations, by the author of The 
ramparts we watch (BULLETIN Feb, '39). 


Federal Writers Project. New York City. 
Reptiles and amphibians. 1939. 251p. 
illus. Albert Whitman, $2.25. 598.1 
Excellent photographic illustrations and ade- 

quate text make this a good addition to the 

science shelves in the small library. Similar to 

Birds of the world. (BULLETIN Dec. ‘38). 

See Booklist 35 :312 May 15 ‘39. 


Hill, Frank Ernest. Education for 
health. 1939. 224p. Am. Ass’n for 
adult education, bds. $1. 613 


In the same manner as Miss Humble investi- 
gated rural book services, so Mr. Hill has 
studied health education opportunities. 


Holyoake, Janet Joy. The memoirs of a 
boarding kennel. 1939. 244p. illus. 
Greystone, $2.50. 636.7 


This book of the author’s experiences in keep- 
ing a boarding kennel for dogs will provide in- 
teresting reading for dog lovers and much prac- 
tical advice as well. 

See Booklist 35 :344 June 15 ‘39. 


Lang, Gladys T. The complete menu 
book. 399p. Houghton, $3. 641.5 
Menus for all types of meals, with recipes. 

Mellen, Ida M. A practical cat book for 
amateurs and professionals. 1939. 
230p. illus. Scribner, $2.50. 636.8 
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Gives special attention to preparation for 
shows and to show points, but covers care and 
feeding also. 

See Booklist 35 :302 May 15 ‘39 


Miller, Dayton C. Sparks, lightning, cos- 
mic rays. 19389. 192p. illus. Macmillan, 


$2.50. 537.8 

With a subtitle, An anecdotal history of 
electricity, this book is composed of the Christ- 
mas week lectures for young people, 1937, at 
the Franklin Institute, Philadelphia. A good 
beginning book for adults as well as for older 
boys and girls. 

See Booklist 35 :344 June 15 °39, 


Owen, Jean Z. It’s more fun to be thin. 
1939. 182p. Marshall Jones, $2. 613.2 
Entertaining and perhaps helpful book on 

the subject of losing weight. Offers a combined 

program of diet and exercise in which the more 
extreme measures are avoided. 


Prentice, E. Parmalee. Hunger and his- 
tory. 1939. 269p. Harper, $3. 641 


This book will have a fascination for readers 
who like odd bits of curious information and 
will have some usefulness in answering refer- 
ence questions and in meeting school demands. 
Has chapters on such subjects as Banquets of 
the ancient world, History of the milk indus- 
try, and Five centuries of poultry history; is 
interestingly illustrated, and includes a_bib- 
liography of the old books quoted. 


Saint Exupery, Antoine. Wind, sand and 
stars. 1939. 306p. Reynal, $2.75. 
629.13 


There will be many readers who remember 
Night flight. This second book by the author 
has equal vigor and beauty. Like Anne Lind- 
bergh, he gives a blend of experiences and emo- 
tions adding his own philosophical reflections. 

See Booklist 35 :344 June 15 ‘39. 


Spitz, Carl. Training your dog. 1938. 
234p. illus. Marshal Jones, $2.50. 
636.7 


The author's training school is in Hollywood 
and he has trained many of the famous dogs 
of the movies. Pictures of movie stars with 
their dogs enliven the pages, but the real 
value of the book lies in its outline of a course 
of training, from “kindergarten” to “college,” 
designed to make dogs better-mannered as well 
as useful, and more comfortable to live with. 


Stote, Dorothy. Men too wear clothes. 
1939, 121p. illus. Stokes, $1.50. 646 


Advice to men, entertainingly presented, on 
how to dress well. More conservative than the 
new book by Elizabeth Hawes. 

See Booklist 35, 286 May 1, ‘39. 
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Fine Arts 

Field, Dorothy J. The human house. 
1939. 125p. xxvii pl. Houghton, $2.75. 
728 
Taking into account all the conflicting needs 
and demands of a family group, the author 
outlines a zoning plan for house building, con- 
cluding with a series of fascinating illustra- 
tions. Those who take housing problems seri- 

ously will find it a book well worth study. 


Howard, John Tasker. Our American 
music. new ed. 1939. 7483p. Crowell, 
$3.50. 780.9 
Two supplementary chapters, covering music 

in the 1930's, have been added to this edition. 


James, Harlean. Romance of the na- 
tional parks. 1939. 240p. illus. Mac- 
millan, $3. 719 
A new book on the national parks is welcome 

and this handsomely illustrated volume per- 
forms a special service in telling something of 
the history of the National Park service. Be- 
ginning with Nathaniel P. Langford and Yel- 
lowstone, the author introduces the outstanding 
figures whose names are associated with park 
history: John Muir, J. H. McFarland, and 
others. In two parts: History, and Journeys, 
the second devoted to description of some of 
the parks. 


Lomax, John A. and Alan. Cowboy 
songs and other frontier ballads. new 
ed. 1938. 431p. Macmillan, $3.75. 

784.4 
A revised and enlarged edition of this stan- 
dard collection. 


Progressive education association. Crea- 
tive expression; the development of 
children in art, music, literature and 
dramatics. new ed. 1939. 350p. E. M. 
Hale, $2. 707 
This is practically a reprint of the book 

published in 1932 by the John Day Company, 

issued now at a greatly reduced price (origin- 
ally $5.). 


Steedman, Amy. Stories of the painters. 
1938. 2583p. illus. Nelson, $3. 759 
trief sketches of the great painters from the 

Renaissance thru the 18th century, with illus- 

trations of their work. For either young people 

or the adult beginner. 
See Booklist 35:143 Dec. 15 ’38. 


Waffle, Harvey W. Architectural draw- 
ing for high schools. 1939. 324p. illus. 
Bruce, $2.75. 744 
Intended for use in a beginning course in 

senior high school, with pupils who have a 

foundation of mechanical drawing. In a public 
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library may have an added usefulness with 
home builders, especially in the chapter on 
Understanding the architect’s drawing. Author 
is an instructor in the Waukesha senior high 
school, 


Literature 
Barrie, J. M. M’Connachie and J. M. B. 


1939. 254p. Scribner, $2.50. 825 

A collection of speeches made by J. M. B. 
on various occasions. In spite of the Barriesque 
touches which will delight his more devoted 
readers, will probably be needed only in larger 
collections. 


Bruncken, Herbert. The long night. 
1939. unp. Prairie Press, 25c. 
811 or 821 
A single long poem by the author of Last 
parade and Hall bedroom. Different in theme 
and mood from the other work of this Wiscon- 
sin poet, Issued as a brochure in a limited 
edition, beautifully designed and printed. 


Duhamel, Georges. In defense of letters. 
1939. 248p. Greystone, $2.75. 808 
Essays and books and writings by a French 

novelist. For the literature collection in larger 

libraries. 
See Booklist 35:267 Apr. 15 ’39. 


Koch, Frederick H., comp. American 
folk plays. 1939. 592p. Appleton, $4. 
812.08 or 822.08 
A selection of twenty plays written by stu- 
dents in Mr. Koch’s playwriting classes, Most 
are dramas of the south and southwest, with 
one representative from western Canada and 
one each from five northern states. Of especial 
interest to Little theatre groups, altho royalty 
is required for production. 


Lieder, Paul R., ed. Eminent British 
poets of the nineteenth century. 1938. 
759p. Harper, $4. 821.08 
A good selection, from Wordsworth to Hous- 

man. Double column but good print. 


Provence, Jean. Jokes and gags for wits 
and wags. 1939. 158p. Penn, $1; pa 
50c. 793 
After dinner speakers and others looking for 

jokes and witticisms to use as_ illustrative 

material may find some new ones in this classi- 
fied collection. 


Rasmussen, Carrie. Choral speaking for 
speech improvement. 1939. 93p. Ex- 
pression Co., $1. 808.5 


A small book on choral speaking by a Madison 
teacher who has been a pioneer in the move- 
ment. It stresses choral speaking as a means 
of speech improvement and provides a selection 
of suitable poems. As Miss Rasmussen says, 
“Here is a book for teachers who want to im- 
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prove the speech of their children, encourage 
a love of poetry, and have fun doing it.” 


Scudder, Vida D. The privilege of age. 

1939. 319p. Dutton, $3.50. 814 or 824 

The essay which gives this book its title was 
printed in the Atlantic monthly in 1933, To 
accompany ,it the author has selected other 
writings, dating from about 1913 on, adding 
brief introductory notes which relate them 
more closely to our time. A teacher at Wellesley 
for over 40 years, Miss Scudder had a wide 
range of interests and a breadth of social 
vision. Her book will have a strong appeal to 
the thoughtful. 


History and Travel 


Carr, Katherine. South American prim- 


er. 1939. 208p. Reynal, $1.75. 918 

A small book attempting to give a simplified 
yet comprehensive picture of South America 
today. Covers: The Spanish empire; The land; 
Argentina and Uruguay; The Chaco war; Bra- 
wil; Chile; Peru and Ecuador; Columbia; 
Venezuela ; The United States and South Amer- 
ica. Followed by a brief list of books for gen- 
eral reading. Good for either small library 
or high school use, 


Federal Writers Project. New England 
states. Here’s New England; a guide 
to vacation land. 1939, 122p. illus. 
Hougton, $1. 917.4 


A brief but good motor tour guide, with sec- 
tional route maps, brief descriptions of points 
of interest, and mileage between important 
places; the excellent photographic illustrations 
make the traveler eager to start at once. 


Fisher, H. A. L. A history of Europe. 
new ed. 1939. 1288p. Houghton, $5. 
940 

Published in three volumes in 1935-36 this 
work received high critical praise. Now issued 
three volumes in one at a much reduced price. 
The original form of the separate volumes is 
retained with individual prefaces and tables of 
contents. The paging is continuous but the 3 
indexes, grouped at the end, remain separate. 


Franck, Harry A. The lure of Alaska. 
1939. 306p. illus. Stokes, $3.50. 
917.98 
With the growing popularity of Alaska as a 
tourist goal this new book of Harry Franck’s 
should be in great demand. In company with 
his 18 year old son (who was the baby brought 
back from the West Indies in a basket not so 
long ago) the author covered Alaska, the Yu- 
kon and even dipped into Siberia, all of which 
is described in his usual happy manner. 
See Booklist 35:346 June 1 ‘39. 


Gardner, Mona. The menacing 
1939. 338p. Harcourt, $2.50. 


sun. 
915 
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Returning to the United States after twelve 
years in the Orient, this newspaper woman 
chose a leisurely route by way of Indo-China, 
Siam, the East Indies, and India. She writes 
of the countries and people visited, with special 
reference to their attitude toward Japan. 

See Booklist 35:329 June 1 39. 


Gunther, John. Inside Asia. 1939. 599p. 
Harper, $3.50. 915 


A long-awaited book. For those who have 
felt that the author would have less _ back- 
ground for writing on Asiatic affairs than on 
European, he has a reply in his statement that 
he had expected to call the book “Outside 
Asia.”” The present title is the publishers’ 
choice. Like Inside Europe it adopts the bio- 
graphical approach, with studies of many out- 
standing figures, Gandhi as well as Chiang 
Kai-Shek, 

See Booklist 35 :346 June 15 °39. 


Herlitz, Nils. Sweden, a modern democ- 
racy on ancient foundations. 1939. 
127p. Univ. of Minn. press, $2. 

914.85 
The author, who is professor of pubic law 
in the University of Stockholm, came to Amer- 
ica in 19838 to take part in the tercentenary of 
the Swedish settlements on the Delaware. This 
book is an outgrowth of lectures delivered in 
this country at that time. Emphasis is on legal, 
political and constitutional aspects of Swedish 
governments rather than on social and econ- 
omic, the latter having been fully treated in 
other recent books. 


Laughlin, Clara E. So you’re visiting 
New York, 1939. 84p. illus. Houghton, 
$1.35. 917.471 
With the World’s Fair visitor in mind the 

pub'ishers are issuing the first chapters of a 
forthcoming book by Miss Laughlin on travel 
in the United States in this form. Things to 
see and do and places to stay, with prices, 
are all adequately covered. Will be useful in 
planning a brief visit. 


McCausland, Elizabeth. Changing New 
York. 1939. illus. Dutton, $3. 917.471 
A collection of clear and beautiful photo- 
graphs by Berenice Abbott, with brief descrip- 
tive text by Miss McCausland. A Federal Art 
product. 


McSpadden, J. Walker. Beautiful Ha- 
waii, 1939, 220p. illus. Crowell, $2.50. 
916.69 
What to see and what to do in Hawaii at- 
tractively set forth in text and pictures. 
See Booklist 35:305 May 15 ’39. 


Paxson, Frederick L. America at war, 
1917-1918. 1939. 465p. Houghton, $3. 
973.9 
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This is the second volume in Prof. Paxson’s 
American democracy and the world war. Vol- 
ume one, Pre-war years, was noted in the 
BULLETIN Dec, ‘36. 

See Booklist 35:304 May 15 '39. 


Roosevelt, Hall and McCoy, Samuel D. 
Odyssey of an American family. 1939. 
339p. illus. Harper, $3.75. 910 
Scattered adventures from Roosevelt family 

history, described in the subtitle as “An ac- 

count of the Roosevelts and their kin as trav- 

elers from 1613 to 1938.” 

See Booklist 35:305 May 15 ’39. 


Riesenberg, Felix and Alland, Alexander. 
Portrait of New York, 1939. 2138p. 
illus. Macmillan, $5. 917.471 
An attempt to interpret and explain as well 

as to describe the city of New York, gargan- 

tuan, bewildering, many-sided and fascinating. 

With more than 60 photographic illustrations. 


Shankle, G. E. State names, flags, seals, 
songs, birds, flowers, and other sym- 
bols. new ed. 1938. 522p. illus. Wil- 
son. $3.50. 929 


New material has been added to this edition, 
enlarging the work by about 10 pages. 


Stephenson, George M. American history 
since 1865. 1939. 682p. Harper, $3.50. 
973 
“A readable. timely history definitely liberal 
in point of view.” (Booklist) By a professor of 
history at Minnesota. 
See Booklish 35 :228 Mar. 15 '39. 


Ulmann, Albert. A landmark history of 
New York. 1939. 440p. illus. Apple- 


ton, $3.50. 974.71 
The visitor making a long stay will find this 
an invaluable guide to historic places in the 
city. Will have permanent reference value also, 


Weddell, Alexander W. Introduction to 
Argentina. 1939. 301p. illus. Grey- 
stone, $3. 918.2 
With the widespread interest in South Amer- 

ica among study clubs and general readers. this 

book by the American ambassador to Argen- 
tina will fill a useful place. Combines informa- 
tion for the tourist with descriptions of coun- 
try and people; devoting special chapters to 

Society, the Theatre, the Press, and Cultural 

trends and Sports. 

See Booklist 35:329 June 1 '39. 


Woodruff, Janette and Dryden, Cecil. 
Indian oasis. 1939. 325p. illus. Cax- 
ton, $3. 970.1 
The story of a life time spent among the 

Indians. As matron in government schools, 

Mrs. Woodruff has had intimate associations 
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first with the Crows of Montana, then with 
the Piutes in Nevada. and finally with the 
Papagos in Arizona. She writes objectively 
but her own qualities of kindness, patience, and 
understanding shine out in the narrative. There 
are references which indicate that some of her 
early life may have been spent in Wisconsin, 
altho actual biographical data is lacking. 


Woods, Ralph and Henry. Pilgrim places 
in North America; a guide to Catholic 
shrines. 1939. 194p. illus. Longmans, 
$1.50. 917.3 


A guide book of interest to tourists gener- 
ally. Lists churches, shrines, and historic mis- 
sions of the United States, Canada and Mex- 
ico, with brief descriptive and historical text 
for each, 


Biography 

Abbott, E. C. and Smith, Helena Hunt- 

ington. We pointed them north. 1939. 

281p. Farrar, $3. 921 

A first-hand account of the great days of 
the 70's and 80's in the cattle country, as told 
by Mr. Abbott and taken down by Mrs. Smith. 
The cowboy flourished in the middle of the 
Victorian age and, as the introduction points 
out, no realistic picture of his life and char- 
acter was then permissible. No such restric- 
tions hold today and it is all here, the good 
and the bad alike, picturesquely and truthfully 
recorded. 

See Booklist 35 :346 June 15 ’39, 


Bacon, Leonard. Semi-centennial. 1939. 
273p. Harper, $3.50. 921 
Mr. Bacon writes wittily and delightfully of 

his boyhood, his college years at Yale, teaching 

in the University of California, travel in Eur- 
ope, literary experiences and associations, He 
calls his book “the partial and imperfect re- 
cord of a life in which there has been a great 
deal of happiness.” Some readers will already 
have come upon chapters in Harper’s magazine. 


Baker, S. Josephine. Fighting for life. 
1939. 264p. Macmillan, $2.75. 921 
Dr. Baker's autobiography is also the story 

of the development of child hygiene as a branch 

of public health work. With a vivid person- 
ality. an ability to fight for her ideals and to 
compromise when necessary, she built up the 

Division of Child Hygiene in New York City 

almost single handed and laid the foundations 

for child welfare elsewhere. A splendid book 
for review in connection with Child Health Day 
or on any program devoted to outstanding 
women of today. 

See Booklist 35 :346 June 15’ 39. 


Beard, Annie E. S. Our foreign born 
citizens. new ed. 1939, 448p. Crowell, 
$2.50. 920 


New edition with four added chapters, on 
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Schumann-Heink, Hendrick Van Loon, Albert 
Einstein, and Walter Damrosch. 


Bush, I. J. Gringo doctor. 1939. 261p. 
illus. Caxton, $3. 920 


Medical and adventure interest combine in 
this book of experiences on the Mexican border, 
Dr. Bush, a young doctor just settled down to 
medical practice, left Louisiana in 1891 to 
avoid malaria and moved on to West Texas, 
This region was then the frontier and the book 
is filled with anecdotes of the old cattle days. 
Locating eventually in El Paso, he established 
many Mexican connections and as the revolu- 
tion developed became closely involved with 
it as medical officer. The story is told simply 
and well and should have strong appeal for 
men readers. 


Goritzina, Kyra. Service entrance. 1939. 
3815p. Carrick, $2.50. 921 
The story of the experiences of the author 

and her husband as servants in wealthy New 

York homes. Coming here as Russian exiles 

some 15 years ago, they adopted this method 

of earning a living, quite as in the play. A very 
readable narrative told with good humor. 


Johnson, Gerald W. America’s silver 
age. 1939. 280p. Harper, $3.50 920 
A study of the three great figures of the 
pre-civil war era: Clay, Calhoun and Webster. 
Very readable and of interest in its new inter- 
pretations of the significance of the three, par- 
ticularly of Clay. 
See Booklist 35:330 June i ‘39. 


Kelley, Francis Clement. The bishop jots 
it down. 1939. 3338p. illus. Harper, $3. 
921 

There is much humor as well as humanity in 
these recollections of a Catholic bishop. Born 
on Prince Edward Island, he is now Bishop of 
Oklahoma City and Tulsa. Between there lay 
a long road of interesting and varied experi- 
ences, A book for readers of all faiths to enjoy. 


Nevins, Allan. Fremont: pathfinder of 
the west. 1939. 649p. illus. Appleton, 
$5. 921 
The life of one of the picturesque figures in 

American mid-century history written by a 

competent historian and biographer. 


Scudder, Townsend. Jane Welsh Carlyle. 
1939. 406p. Macmillan, $3.50. 921 


A careful and detailed, yet readable, life of 
Jane Welsh Carlyle, with her famous husband 
relegated somewhat to the background. Jane, 
as pictured here. lacks the sharp wit usually 
associated with her, and the married life of 
the pair may seem to flow a little too placidly. 

See Booklist 85:330 June 1 ’39. 


Smith, Rixey and Beasley, Norman. Car- 
ter Glass. 1939. 519p. illus. Long- 
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mans, $3. 921 


Altho this life of Carter Glass, senior sena- 
tor from Virginia, begins with the reconstruc- 
tion period of his boyhood, its emphasis is on 
his public career and the book will be of 
interest primarily as a political biography. 


Ueland, Brenda. Me. 1939. 351p. Put- 
nam, $3. 921 
While not particularly important, this frank- 

ly egotistical autobiography has certain definite 
lines of interest. The first is its picture of 
middle-western family life at its best, in the 
early years of the century; the second its in- 
cidental side lights on the world war period; 
and the third, its recalling of the rebel genera- 
tion which was migrating to Greenwich Village 
at about this time. Will appeal to readers who 
went thru similar experiences and will interest 
patrons in the northern part of the state who 
know the Twin City background to which the 
author has now returned. 


Fiction 
Carson, Katharine. Mrs. Pennington. 
1939. 312p. Putnam, $2.50. 
This good, wholesome story of the 1890 


period centers around Chautauqua week in a 
Kansas town. It is told with lively humor and 
while its local color will be relished most by 
those who remember the period, its situations 
will be recognized as universal. The problems 
Mrs. Pennington has to meet in relation to 
her children are surprisingly like those of 
today. 
See Booklist 35:332 June 1 °39. 


Cunningham, Eugene. Gun bulldogger. 
1939. 248p. Houghton, $2. 


Good western story of the return of a Texas 


outlaw to his native state, where he clears 
up a cattle stealing mystery and saves his 
cousin and her property. 

Hurley, Doran. Herself: Mrs. Patrick 


Crowley. 1939. 308p. Longmans, $2. 

Mrs. Crowley, who appeared in Mr. Hurley’s 
earlier book The old parish (BULLETIN Dec, 
*38), wins the Irish sweepstakes and this story 
tells what happens. 

See Booklist 35:252 Apr. 1 °39. 


Irvine, Helen Douglas. Fray Mario. 1939. 
218p. Longmans, $2. 

A story of old and new Spain told in the form 
of documents, letters and extracts from diaries 
which give it an air of reality. It is the story of 
Mario Otaegui, an unwanted and unloved child, 
who becomes first a Franciscan monk, then 
a wandering minstrel. In Lima, where he is 
known as the Rat, famous for his lewd and 
bitter songs, he meets LaPerricholi, the dancer 
(who is also a character in The bridge of San 
Luis Rey) and his life as well as hers is thereby 
changed. A little book of rare charm. 
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Jennings, John. Next to valour. 1939. 
820p. Macmillan, $2.75. 

Opening in Scotland with the Jacobite rising 
of 1745, this long historical novel provides 
another good tale of the American colonial 
period. For with the failure of the Scottish 
cause and the death of his father. Jamie Fer- 
guson is forced to flee the country with his 
mother and sisters. Settling in New Hampshire 
he becomes an expert woodsman, joins the Rog- 
ers Rangers and marches to Quebec. On the 
personal side, he marries the wrong girl, comes 
in time to recognize the right one and has his 
revenge on the traitorous cousin, whose mis- 
deeds go back to those early events in Scotland. 

See Booklist 35 :332 June 1 ’39. 


Jordan, Elizabeth. After the verdict. 

1939. 295p. Appleton, $2. 

Altho this story centers around a murder, 
interest is in the psychological situation rath- 
er than in any mystery. 

See Booklist 35:332 June 1 ’39. 


Lambert, Reita. Beauty incorporated. 


1939. 266p. Macrae, $2. 

Bernadine had wanted to be a nurse, but 
it took three years of training to be a nurse 
and only six months to become a beauty opera- 
tor. This story of how she was dismissed from 
her job, set up in business for herself and 
made an outstanding success is readable and 
entertaining and gives an insight into what 
has become an important industry. Older girls 
will like it. 


Larrimore, Lida. Uncle Caleb’s niece. 
1939. 322p. Macrae, $2. 
Pleasant light novel of a charming, improvi- 
dent and exasperating southern family, spend- 
ing a summer in New England. Faith, the 
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daughter who inherits the Yankee strain of her 
father’s people, is trying to hold things to- 
gether by taking boarders, an effort the others 
do their charming best to forestall. Amusing 
situations, good dialog and a satisfactory love 
story will contribute to its popularity. 


O’Brien, Edward J., comp. The best 
short stories, 1939. 464p. Houghton, 
$2.75. 


A new type face and other changes in format 
greatly improve the appearance of this annual 
volume. Thirty stories are reprinted. 


Snow, Charles H. Guns along the bor- 
der. 1939. 270p. Macrae, $2. 
A good western tale, built around the dis- 
covery of a copper mine in Mexico and the 
pursuit of a desperado. 


Tuttle, W. C. The medicine-man. 1939. 
284p. Houghton, $2. 


Another Hashknife Hartley story, not quite 
up to the author's best. 


Terhune, Albert Payson. Grudge moun- 
tain. 1939. 289p. Harper, $2. 
Mystery, adventure, buried treasure and a 

collie dog combine to make this a typical Ter- 

hune romance. California setting. 


White, Ared. Seven tickets to Singapore. 
1939. 255p. Houghton, $2. 


Mystery and international intrigue. 


White, Ethel Lina. Step in the dark. 
1939. 297p. Harper, $2. 
An authoress taken prisoner and forced to 
write for the benefit of her captors—this is a 
new foundation for a mystery tale. 


: A VERY USEFUL REFERENCE HELP 


It is now expected that arrangements will be made to print after the session 
a pamphlet containing a summary of the laws passed, arranged by subjects. If 
this is done we hope a copy may be sent to every public library. The material is to 
be prepared by the Legislative Reference Library. Watch for it and be sure to 


preserve it for reference use. 





